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INTRODUCTION 
 

Mindarie Senior College has implemented a Digital Learning Strategy since 2020, which has 
focused on the effective use of technology in the classroom to prepare our students for their 
next stage, work, training, or university. 

DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM 
 
The College utilises technology to support quality teaching and learning.  Our BYOD (Bring Your 
Own Device) program enables students to engage in enriched learning experiences while 
developing essential technology skills. 
 
The aim of the BYOD program is to enable students and teachers to use the latest in 
educational technology to improve student learning outcomes 
 
Students who BYOD link to a campus-wide wireless network that provides access to the internet 
and curriculum materials as well as enabling communication between students and teachers. 
 
On enrolment, parents/ guardians are required to provide consent for their child to access to the 
Colleges’ online services and abide by the Online Services – Acceptable Usage Policy, 
available on the College website.  

BYOD MINIMUM SPECIFICATIONS 
 
We believe in giving parents the choice on which device their child uses. The following minimum 
specifications are required to ensure the device can be supported within the College network. 
 

Device Type Laptops/MacBooks iPad/Tablet 
Operating 
System Windows 11/ MacOS 15 iPadOS 26 / Android 13 
Processors i5 or equivalent A17/ M1 or equivalent 
Memory (RAM) 8GB 6GB 
Screen Size 13” 11" 
Storage 256GB SSD 128GB 
Battery Life 8 Hours of Continuous Use 
Software Microsoft Office - Free download available to all enrolled students.  
Recommendations Touch Screen & Digital Stylus, Antivirus software 

 
Please note that a mobile phone is not considered a BYOD. 
 
Devices used at students’ previous schools are acceptable so long as: 

• the device meets the minimum requirements 
• installed proxies and management software, for example JAMF School, have been 

removed 
• files stored on non-Department of Education accounts, for example Catholic Education 

WA(CEWA), should be backed up or transferred. 
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The College provides computer labs for the below specialist programs. However, should the 
student wish to utilise their own device, it is recommended that the device is compatible with the 
relevant software below. 
 

Course Software 
Media Production & Analysis Adobe Premiere Pro, Da Vinci Resolve 
Design, Photography Adobe Lightroom, Adobe Photoshop 
Design, Technical Graphics Autodesk. AutoCAD, 3ds Max, Inventor 
Computer Science Gamemaker & Microsoft Access –  

Note: Microsoft Access only runs on Windows. 
Apple devices will be required to run a virtual 
machine on the device to be able to use Access 

 

SOFTWARE 
 
Microsoft 365 is available for free for all students through the Departments online services 
account.  
 
We recommend that antivirus software is installed on your device. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
THE ROLE OF STUDENTS 
 
Students must use their BYOD via the College computer network responsibly. 
 
When using their BYOD and accessing the Colleges’ information resources students must follow 
the guidelines detailed in this document and the Online Services – Acceptable Usage policy. 
 
Students must ensure their device is fully charged each day, with the battery life sufficient to last 
the school day. 
 
In exceptional circumstances, students may be able access charging points at the College.   
 
Note: The College does not provide chargers and is not liable for any damage that may be 
caused by connecting a BYOD to a college power outlet. 
 
THE ROLE OF PARENTS/GUARDIANS 
 
Parents/guardians are required to take responsibility for conveying the importance of the 
information and policies outlined in this document to their children. They are also required to 
monitor their child’s use of the BYOD, especially at home, including access to media and course 
information. 
 
THE ROLE OF MINDARIE SENIOR COLLEGE 
 
The College is committed to supporting students in their online learning and safety in 
accordance with the Online Services -Acceptable Usage Policy.  
 
On commencement at the College, students complete an induction process to connect their 
BYOD to the College’s network and software. IT support is provided to students only for network 
and software provided by the College and does not extend to BYOD hardware.  
Access to IT support is available through the Library Resource Centre. 
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CARING FOR YOUR BYOD 
 
INSURANCE 
 
Students bringing their own devices to the College do so at their own risk. The College insurance 
does not cover student devices for any loss or damages. As a result, the College strongly 
recommends that student devices are covered under personal insurance.  
 
CARE, SECURITY AND STORAGE 
 
Students are responsible for ensuring the safe keeping of their BYOD at all times, including during 
recess and lunch breaks. Students should avoid leaving it unattended or where it is visible to the 
public (e.g., in a vehicle), to avoid their BYOD being a target for theft. 
 
When devices are not required in class, i.e Physical Education, it is to be placed in a teacher 
designated secure area.  
 
The College recommends students use a specially designed protective sleeve or laptop 
backpack/bag for safe storing and transporting of their device.  
 
REPORT LOSS OR DAMAGE 
 
In circumstances where deliberate damage or theft has occurred, it is the student/guardian’s 
responsibility to report to the Police. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES 
 
Basic health and safety guidelines for desktop computers also apply to BYOD use. The 
following is recommended: 
• Keep the upper arms relaxed at the side of the body. 
• Bend the elbows to around 90 degrees. 
• Keep wrists straight. 
• Where possible, change position regularly or take a complete break to get up and move 

body. 
• Avoid prolonged use of computers/devices/laptops. 
 
Students with special needs will be catered for according to Department of Education 
guidelines. 

DATA MANAGEMENT 
 
Saving and backup of data is the student’s responsibility. It is recommended that students use 
cloud storage (OneDrive provided for free with Office 365), purchase a USB flash drive or an 
external hard drive to back up their work. 
 
Staff will not accept data loss as an excuse for late submission of work. 
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PRINTING 
 
Wherever possible, we are committed to delivering and receiving electronic forms of class work 
and assessment. Students must endeavour to produce and submit work and assessments 
electronically. 
 
Students will have limited access to network printers. Print credit will be allocated to each 
student, and each page printed will incur a charge against this. Once used, print credit will need 
to be topped up by students at their own cost. 

VIRUS PROTECTION 
 
The BYODs should be configured with anti-virus software which regularly and automatically 
checks for viruses on the device.  On the detection of a virus or the suspicion of a viral infection, 
the students are asked to inform of the College IT support located in the Library Resource 
Centre.  
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History of changes 
 

Review date Policy 
version no. 

Notes 

21.08.2025 1.2 Review – document reformatted 
26.06.2026 1.3 BYOD specifications updated for 2027 
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